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= Abstract =

A Study on the Economic Democratization under
the Unification Thought

Lee, Jun Seok
Graduate School of Theology, Sun Moon University

Both parties in the current political sphere in Korea are adopting
economic democratization as the key policy of their party. The emer—
gence of discussions on economic democratization as a hot issue in so—
ciety is not unrelated with the recent economic situation that continue
to deteriorate due to sluggish economic growth, economic recession and
increase of unemployment rate. The increase of economically vulner—
able groups and increased disparity of wealth has led to the surge in
demand for the redistribution of the wealth by the high—income bracket
known as chaebols. Economic democratization is an attempt to resolve
capitalism’s polarization problem by adopting democratic elements into
the economic field like those found in the political field. It is grounded
in Paragraph 2, Article 119 of the Constitution of the Republic of Korea.
According to the main arguments of economic democratization, the
power of labor unions should be strengthened to maintain balance of
force between the manager (capitalist) and worker (laborer), and the
state should actively intervene in the redistribution of wealth by em—
ploying a wide range of measures such as the expansion of the welfare
system, regulations on chaebols and progressive tax system.

However, from the viewpoint of the Unification Thought, it is difficult

to find a fundamental resolution to the issue of the redistribution of
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wealth with such economic democratization measures. The Unification
Thought views democracy not as an ideal form of system but rather a
transitional system in the era of the restoration through indemnity. It
clearly defines this system’s limitations which is regarded as a parent—
less and unstable brotherhood where all matters are decided by ma—
jority agreement. The disparity of wealth is a natural result in the
course of manifesting people’s value as an individual truth body. The
level of each individual’s appropriate possession differs depending on
the status of their conscience and also their status as a connected body.
Consequently, any attempt to enforce a uniform level of appropriate
possession for each individual by the power of labor unions or the state
1s difficult to satisfy anybody. The Unification Thought proposes an
“economic equality movement” that can be carried out as a global human
project rather than through economic democratization where the ma—
jority has the power to force the minority into appropriate possession. I
believe such campaigns are in the right direction toward the realization
of interdependence, mutual prosperity and universally shared values.
The organic collaboration between financial circles, political circles and
the media are required for the shift of a social viewpoint from economic

democratization to economic equality.

Key words: Economy, Democracy, Economic democratization, Economic
standardization, Interdependence, Mutual prosperity, Universally
shared values.
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